e Batman 


k. PRANG AND IUE рые — 1-4 


Pn PUE в. 
BEGINS AMAOUENTU 


NATURE ISN’T CRUEL. IT’S JUST EFFICIENT. 


VOL. 1: THE 
VIRTUOUS 
CYCLE 


WINNER OF THE 
GLAAD MEDIA AWARD 
FOR OUTSTANDING 
COMIC BOOK 


WRITTEN BY 
G. WILLOW 
WILSON 


ART BY 
MARCIO 
TAKARA 


THE FIRST HARDCOVER COLLECTION 
OF THE BRUTAL AND POIGNANT 
CHARACTER-DEFINING EPIC 


ART PICTURED BY JESSICA FONG 


“IT’S COMPLEX, 
IT’S INTERESTING, 
AND THE MORE 
IVY QUESTIONS 
HERSELF, THE 
MORE IT REVEALS 
ABOUT OURSELVES.” 


` —COMICBOOK.COM 


ете Шы 
নি 5 
“BATMAN 


THE BRAVE AND THE BOLD 


ape ы 


BATMAN: THE WINNING CARD PART! 


TOM KING WRITER 
MITCH GERADS ART anv COLORS 
CLAYTON COWLES LETTERS 


DIST 


STORMWATCH: DOWN WITH THE KINGS PART 1 


ED BRISSON WRITER 
JEFF SPOKES ART AND COLORS 
SAIDA TEMOFONTE LETTERS 


гс 


SUPERMAN: ORDER OF THE BLACK LAMP акт 1 


CHRISTOPHER CANTWELL WRITER 
JAVIER RODRIGUEZ ART AND COLORS 
SIMON BOWLAND LETTERS 


মি মা 


HEROES ОҒ TOMORROW 


DAN MORA sTORY AND ART 
TOM NAPOLITANO LETTERS 


SIMONE DI MEO cover 
JIM CHEUNG AND JAY DAVID RAMOS BATMAN VARIANT COVER 
FRANK СНО AND SABINE RICH SUPERMAN VARIANT COVER 
BRYAN HITCH AND ALEX SINCLAIR /25 STORMWATCH VARIANT COVER 
МАТНАМ SZERDY /:50 RAVAGER VARIANT COVER 


BATMAN CREATED BY BOB KANE WITH BILL FINGER. 


SUPERMAN CREATED BY JERRY SIEGEL AND JOE SHUSTER. 
BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH THE JERRY SIEGEL FAMILY. 


“БОХ ЛД 


Gotham City. 
Year One. 


е Cla 


state. ЫН аб КОРЕ i THIS 16 
шиг 3 д А DAMN WASTE 


OF EVERYONE'S 
TIME. 


THIS KID'S > 
ФОТ US RUNNING HELL'S HELPING 
AROUND LIKE HEADLESS 
BLOODY CHICKENS. 77478555051 if YES, CAPTAIN. 
THERE ARE REAL CRIMES I MEAN, RIGHT, 
HAPPENING IN THIS Bh В š i САРТАМ. 
CITY RIGHT NOW. жы! 


16০ 


Northeast Gotham. 
The Railroads. 
THAT @$%# EARNED IT! YOU 
GOT NO @$%@% RIGHT TO 
TOUCH ME! 
YOU THINK 


YOU CAN...I'M 
NOT AFRAID-- р 


МО, МО, NO, THIS ISN'T NOTHING! 
уои Pa ТОО Мей А Қ, @%й%@ 


ОМ, SO @#@ 


БВЕНПГНИЁНБГЕПГЕВГЕВГЕНГЕЛПГН ГН иГНИГН ПИ 


GNNN...THIS Š 
5 NOT... ММММ... 
@%#@... 


OKAY, OKAY. ММММ,.. 
@%й%%, MAN. ALL 
RIGHT, GNNNN... 


YOU... 
сно, DUDE... 
YOU GOT TO HELP 
| ME...2 CAN'T MOVE... 
А MY 25942 LEG... 
NNN... 


GIVE ME 
AHAND...THE Х 
@%@ TRAIN, MAN... 
YOU GOT TO DO 
SOMETHING, 
MAN. 


WHAT THE 
692877 CF ROH 
HELP! NNNN.., „4 


WHAT 15 
р WRONG WITH 
YOU?! МУ , 075 BROKE! 
ММ CAN'T YOU 
2%%% SEE?! 


NINNNN, 
THAT THING'S 
COMING..I'M | 
NOT GOING TO | 

сез. 


2# 
> MAKE IT! 


you 
POINTY-EARED 
@#%@/ 


НЕР МАМЕ 

15 HELEN. SHE'S | 

| WEARING A GREEN Г 
DRESS AND-- 


WE WERE... 

IT WAS JUST...WE 
WERE IN ADAMS PARK, 
OKAY? JUST MEETING HER 
MOTHER. WE'RE DIVORCED-- 
AND 5НЕ...5НЕ DIDN'T SHOW 
AND WE...WE STAYED TOO 
LATE, I KNOW... 


NO, NO 
ONE HAS COME. 

NO ONE. DON'T JUST TELL 
ME THAT. I'VE BEEN WA/TING 
AND YOU KEEP SAYING THAT 

AND NO ONE EVER 
COMES HERE. 


1 WAS 
ON MY PHONE. 1 
WAS CALLING НЕК... 
I JUST WAS ON THE 
PHONE FOR, LIKE, A 
SECOND AND...SHE’S 
NOT THERE... 


IT WAS... 

THAT WAS FOUR 
HOURS AGO. I CALLED 
YOU. I TALKED ТО... 

1 HAVE А LIAT...I'VE BEEN 
TELLING YOU PEOPLE 

ее РОЁ 


YOU LISTEN! 
I'M NOT GETTING OFF 
THIS IDIOT PHONE TO JUST 


SIT HERE AND WAIT FOR 
YOU AGAIN. YOU GET 


SOMEBODY NOW. 


PLEASE, PLEASE 
LISTEN. PLEASE. 
I'M... PLEASE, 


WEARING A GREEN ў 
১ 55555. 


T 


AND 
SHE’S ALL ВУ 
HERSELF. 


2165 STILL 
OUT THERE. HER NAME 
16 HELEN. SHE'S WEARING 
А GREEN DRESS, AND NO 
ONE 15 COMING, AND THIS 
ISN'T LIKE HER. 


West Gothan. 
Adams Park. 


1 LIKE 
YOUR BALLOON 
BUT VOU PONT HAVE 
AN UMBRELLA. THAT" YOU COULD 
PROBABLY NOT A GET WET AND 
REAL GOOD IDEA, | GET PNEUMONIA, AND 
YOU KNOW. MAYBE YOUR BALLOON 
BREAKS TOO. 


YOU CAN 
NEVER BE TOO 
CAREFUL ABOUT THINGS 
LIKE THAT. AND MOST 
THINGS, REALLY. 


CO 
oCo 


“Do you want to hear a joke?” 
за ле 


— 


OH, 
AWESOME! 
YEAH, I LOVE 
JOKES. 
15 IT 
ABOUT A 
DINOSAUR? 1 
HAVE ONE OF 
THOSE ABOUT A 
DINOSAUR. IT’S 
SO FUNNY. 
1 CAN GO 
NEXT AFTER 
You. 


“My wife was 
complaining to me 
that I don't know 

what ‘ironic’ 

means.” 


“Which 18 ironic 
because at the time | 
we were at a bus 
station.” 


OH SWEET, Ү 
YEAH?! FOR 
REAL? 


о 


= дь 


ас ова 


“You will.” 


“Do you want 
my balloon?” 
15 IT 


FUNNY? 16 
SHE МАР? 


I DON’T 


>| APLANE 
A FOUND IT! Д 


ЭС 


“Соте һеге.” 


“Sit nex 


BALLOONS ARE 
SO COOL! I HAD ONE 
THAT FLOATED AWAY ONCE AND 
ME AND MY DADDY WATCHED 
IT GO ALL THE WAY UP 
IN THE SKY. 


UNTIL YOU 
COULDN'T EVEN SEE ІТ ANYMORE. 
IT JUST GOT EATEN UP AND IT WAS GONE. 


Р 


t to те.” 


MAYBE IT 
WAS FLYING AND 
THERE WAS MY BALLOON 
AND THE PILOT WAS 
LOOKING OUT AND HE WAS 
LIKE WHOSE BALLOON 
15 THAT? 


WE BETTER RESCUE 
IT OR ELSE WHO KNOWS 
WHERE ІТ COULD GO! MAYBE 
ALL THE WAY TO HEAVENS 


MAYBE 
SOMEONE ELSE 
WOULD, BUT 1 


ЙО KNOW WHAT TO 


— P 


“If I give you my 
balloon, will you 
let it 207." 


хү 


I, 


8. 


you 


DO Now. 


MAKE 


А MISTAKE ONCE, DON’T MAKE 
IT TWICE, OR YOU DON’T GROW AS 
А PERSON, AND YOU HAVE TO GROW 


AS A PERSON OR ELSE YOU DON’T GROW. 


THAT'S 
IMPORTANT. 


THERE ARE 
CONSEQUENCES 
FOR WHAT you 


AND 
NO ОМЕ CAN 
DO ANYTHING 
ABOUT 
THAT. 


ERI. D IA 


“I also have a knife.” 


"But you can't have that yet." 


০ 


HOW MUCH j 
DOES THAT KIND 

OF THING GO 
FOR? 


YOU THINK 
I KNOW? 1 
GOT MY CLOCK 
AT THE DOLLAR 
STORE. AND I 
OVERPAID. 


WHATEVER IT 
WAS, IT’S LESS THAN 
THE OVERTIME THE 

CITY 15 GIVING TO HALF 

THE FORCE TO BE OUT 

ON THIS PARANOID 

GOOSE CHASE. 


YOU NEVER KNOW, CAPTAIN. 
YOU HEARD THE BOSS. 


Й JUST 'CAUSE 
Sie 2 : THE OTHER ONE 

| 9 DIDN'T TURN OUT 

DOESN'T ALWAYS MEAN 
THE NEXT ONE 
15 PHONY. 


HARD 
TO ARGUE 
WITH IT. 


OUR GREAT AND POWERFUL 
COMMISSIONER DIDN'T SPEND 
A MONTH WORKING THE 
RESERVOIR THE LAST TIME 
THIS FELLOW CALLED IN 
A THREAT TO 
THE RADIO. 


A MONTH 
OF TESTING 
AND SEARCHING AND 
INVESTIGATING AND 
COMING UP WITH 
NOTHING. 


і 

l 

1 
Ёс 


“ГМ GOING ТО POISON 
ALL OF GOTHAM’S 
WATER TOMORROW 

АТ DAWN. 
> "I'M GOING 
TO KILL HENRY ХО 
CLARIDGE AND STEAL 
HIS PRECIOUS | 


DIAMOND TONIGHT 
AT MIDNIGHT.” 


THIS 50-CALLED 
JOKER 15 PROBABLY 
A TWELVE-YEAR-OLD KID 
GETTING HIS KICKS BY 
MAKING US EAT OUR 


МУ 
OWN TAILS; WOULDN'T LEAVE 
THE NIGHT- 
LIGHT ON. 


А 
TELL ANOTHER 
MERRY НЕ TO GET 
HIM THROUGH 
THE NIGHT. 


UNFORTUNATELY, HE HAS GONE UP 
TO HIS CHAMBERS FOR THE 
TIME BEING. 


IT WAS AN ং 
UNEXPECTED ALLERGIC Ү 
REACTION TO THE SHRIMP. 

BUT НЕ DOES HOPE ТО 
RETURN SOON. 


ALLERGIES? HAHAHA. 16 THAT 
WHAT THEY'RE CALLING PUKING 
IT UP IN THE HEAD NOW?! 


THESE SILVER 
SPOONERS NEVER \ 
KNOW HOW TO REALLY Ё 

@%#@$ DRINK. 22-00 


уби GOT ТО 
EARN SOMETHING 
TO LEARN SOMETHING! 
RIGHT, JEEVES? 
HAHAHAHAHA. 


NIE ADS 
"PLEASE LET ME KNOW ЇР 
THERE 15 ANYTHING АТ ALL 
THAT 1 MAY DO FOR YOU IN 
>| THE MEANTIME, MR. NELSON.” 


FIRST, CALL ME 
BRUTE. MR. NELSON 
15 MY FATHER, AND I CLIT 
HIS 9%%%0 EARS OFF 
WHEN 1 WAS А KID, 50 
NO ONE TALKS TO 
HIM ANYWAY. 


SECOND, 
PAL, YOU GIVE 
HIM THIS. 


TELL HIM 1175 
А GIFT STRAIGHT 
FROM MY FAMILY, 
YOU KNOW. 


О WHEN 
WE FINALLY GET TO 
TALK BUSINESS WITH THE 
ILLUSTRIOUS PRINCE 
OF GOTHAM... 


„1 DON'T 
HAVE ТО BE AFRAID 
TO TALK TO HIM FACE- 

TO-FACE. 5 


I SEE. 
I WILL INDEED PASS ON 
THE... MESSAGE. 


BUT PLEASE 
ALLOW ME TO 
ASSURE YOU, AS FAR AS 
MASTER WAYNE 15 
CONCERNED... 


YOU HAVE 
NOTHING TO 
FEAR. 


Northeast Gotham. 
The Railroads. 


У ота 
Y 02:64, 
X \ em PLEASE... 


WHAT ARE YOU GOING 
TO DO NOW, YOU 
CRAZY 6%%%?! 


ІМ STILL 
свети: 
: HERE! 


HBEHBEHRÉHBEHREHBEHREHBEHBREHBEHREBRÉHTI 


"H&EHBEHBEHREHBLHGEHBEHBENBEHBEHBEHBEHBL 
০ 
ТО Spy! 
I FINALLY 
@%#@$% SHUT 


HER BLOATED 
304201 PAINTED 
MOUTH! 


HhLhhLlhhL HL HBaLHBEHRSEHREHBSEHBSEHRBSEHBEHRHASL 


НБЕНЕГНВЕНБЕНБЕНБЕНБЕНБЕНБІНБІНБЕНБЕНБІ 


МУ WHOLE 
@#@%# LIFE SHE'S LET THE 

BEEN ON MY @##%/ | 2 @##%@% MORGUE 

I DON’T HAVE А @#@$ P : TAKE CARE ОР HER 
INCH TO LIVE IN! : FAT @#$% NOW! I GOT 
NOT А 89260892 54511. ` @%#@$ MILES NOW! 
LITTLE INCH! ; ТНЕ RONE IS PORE 
? L t 


HBEHhEHBEHBERBEHBEHBEHBEHBEHBEHBEHBEHRI 


HhLHBEHBEHBEHREHREHGCHBEHBEHBEHBEHREHRE 


EVERY DAY 

I GO INTO WORK, Y 
I PUNCH МУ @%@# 
CARD, 1 GO TO MY 


STATION, I DO MY ГМА 
1 DAMN @Z@#% 
PAET JOE AMERICAN! 


4 ІСОМЕ 
HOME AND SHE'S 
YAPPING LIKE SHE'S 
ALWAYS YAPPING AND 
) I TELL HER TO STOP THE 
@##@$% YAPPING 
FOR ONE 116575 


50 1 CAN 
WATCH THE #@#% 
KNIGHTS LOSE IN PEACE! 
AND SHE’S STILL YAPPING 
AND I @@%@ GIVE IT TO 
HER LIKE SHE ФЕЯ 
NEEDS! 


AND SHE’S THE ONE WHO GETS OUT 
THE GUN--MY OWN @#@$% GLIN--AND 
5HE’S WAVING IT AROUND. “DON’T HIT 
МЕ, WAA WAA,” JUST 26950995 
YAPPING AGAIN! 


< PL 35 и WHAT А MAN DOES. \ 
2 ` LE NE WHAT А 225% WORKING 
MAN HAS TO DO AT THE 
END OF THE @%@$ 
LONGEST @#@##% 
DAY! 


po 
2 AND WHAT 
AM I SUPPOSED TO 
DO?! @%@% LET THAT 

GO?! SHE'S TRYING ТО 
3 MURDER МЕ! 


I DIDN'T j WHAT DO : 
@@$%# KILL HER! МУ YOU THINK I DID IN THAT'5 NOT Р 
YOU KILL SOMEONE THE 9%%Ф% ARMY?! св KILLING! 
FOR А REASON, THAT'S YOU GOT REASONS NO @@4% COMMANDMENT 
NOT @$%@# KILLING! FOR @#@4% SHOOTING 15 @#4#@ VIOLATED IF YOU 
THAT'S THE 887, THOSE @#%@5%#, YOU GOT A REASON! ASK ANY 
| @#@$% SHOOT 2 @#%@# PRIEST! 


IMA ` 
AZO GOOD 
PERSON! 


1 DESERVE 
SOME #@4@ 
JUSTICE! 


: TOLD YOU ГМ REAL GOOD 
- КО, ev м > АТ HIDE-AND-SEEK. ГМ 
THERE Ч уст /- : THE BEST. 
ig Ë E Y 
YOU ARE! ДЖ Ang VOU 
ARE NOT HARD 
TO FIND ’CAUSE 
YOU'RE WHITE 
AND IT STICKS 
Our. 


“HaHaHaHa.” 


т ЮКО 


YEAH... YOU'RE RIGHT, I DON'T 
WANT PNEUMONIA, BUT LET 
x ME ASK YOU SOMETHING 


IMPORTANT. 
A WHY 15 
IT ALL WHITE DID YOU TURN “ ^ 
THAT WAY WHEN 
ON YOU LIKE = SOMEONE SCARED I fell into a 


YOU? LIKE A 


vat of acid.” 


| “It burned off 
my skin.” 


"This is all 
that was left." 


I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
SCARED. 


р MEN 9 
YOU WERE IN 
à THE ACID? 


| 


I FELL 
REAL HARD ONCE 
fI] AND MY KNEE WAS উ № 
|| ALL RED. IT’S NOT THE | |. 
SAME AS WHITE, С 
BUT IT HURT 


“You don't have to be sorry." 
1625 5 
“I look back on it now and laugh.” 


Е 


“What time is it?” 
“Do you think it’s midnight yet?” 


== 


Тһе Cla 


I'M STILL 
ALIVE! I'M NOT 
DEAD! 


ГМ ААА» 


WHAT ARE YOU OFFICERS 
DOING?! DON’T JUST STAND 
THERE LIKE A BUNCH OF 
GROGGY FLAMINGOS! 


GET ON 
THE RADIO! GET 
THE EMTS HERE, 
NOW! 


AND SEARCH 
THE HOUSE! EVERY 
NOOK AND DAMN 
CRANNY! SOMEONE'S 
HERE! SOMEONE 
DID THIS! DID YOU 


DEAF TWITS 
HEAR МЕ?! MOVES 
DAMMIT! 


MOUTH’S CLEAR. 
I DON’T SEE ANYTHING 
IN THE THROAT. HE’S NOT HE'S NOT 
CHOKING, HE'S... BREATHING...1'M 
GOING TO START CPR. 


GIVE МЕ SOME 
DAMN ROOM! 


1.1 JUST 
CHECKED THE SAFE 
WITH THE DIAMOND, 1 
THOUGHT WE SHOULD. 
BUT IT’S... 


CAPTAIN, 
WE DIDN'T LOOK 
BEFORE. Гм SORRY, 
WE SHOULD'VE. 
THAT'S ON МЕ. 


C’MON, 
CLARIDGE, GIVE 
ME SOMETHING. 
JUST A LITTLE IN AND 
OUT. YOU CAN 

р SIR, IT'S 


WEIRD. 


THE DIAMOND'S 
FAKE. IT'5 JUST GLASS. 
YOU CAN SCRATCH IT WITH 
A FINGERNAIL. 


I GUESS 
MAYBE SOMEONE 
REPLACED IT. ІТ WAS 
ALREADY STOLEN, 
MAYBE. 


AND THERE'S... 
IN THE SAFE, THERE'S 
А CARD THERE. LIKE A 
PLAYING CARD FROM, 
LIKE, A DECK. YOU 
KNOW? 


AND, LH, 
1175 ONE OF THOSE 
JOKER CARDS. 


HE’S STILL 

NOT TAKING IN 
ANY BREATHS... 
HE’S... 


HAHAHAHAHA. 


50, WHAT DO YOU SAY? WHAT'S THE 
REAL STORY, BRUCE WAYNE? 


BUTLER FELLOW THERE... ALFRED'S 


A GOOD 


YEAH, THEN I SAY TO YOUR A 
I BET HE'S 


PUKING HIS GUTS OUT. MAN. AND, IF YOU CAN TELL 
GUY CAN'T HANDLE HIS DRINK THE SITUATION МЕ. 1 GOT ALOT BIGGER 
BECAUSE HE WAS RAISED REQUIRES, AN SECRETS THAN THIS @#%@, Вит 
ТОО WELL. YOU KNOW EXCELLENT I READ ABOUT YOU. ГМ SORT 


WHAT I MEAN! LIAR. OF CURIOUS. 


BUT WE 
BOTH @%#% 
KNOW YOU 
WEREN'T IN NO 
TOILET, RIGHT? 


1 
ALWAYS FIND 
HIM. 


JUST SAY I WAS 
OUT LOOKING FOR 
А DEMON. AND 1 
FOUND HIM. 


Northwest Gotham. 
Robinson Ápartments. 


DON'T 
WORRY! I'M 
COMING, SWEETIE! 
DADDY'S 


COMING! 


OH, THANK 
GOD! THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU, THANK 
your 


MY 
BABY! YOU'RE 
HOME! 


ARE YOU 
OKAY? |5--OH 
THANK GOD! 


DADDY! 


YOU AND MOM 
WERE FIGHTING AND 1 
JUST DIDN'T WANT TO HEAR, 
YOU KNOW ABOUT THAT, AND I WENT 
THAT WAY AND THEN IT WAS DARK 
AND І DIDN'T KNOW WHAT WAY ТО 
GO AND HE FOUND ME AND GAVE 
ME A BALLOON AND WE GOT OUT 
OF THE RAIN AND IT STOPPED / 
AND WE FIGURED OUT 
WHERE TO GO! à 
IT'S 
NOT MY 
FAULT! 


SWEETIE, PLEASE, 
DON’T WORRY ABOUT THAT. 
I'M JUST SO HAPPY ТО 
SEE YOU. 


AND YOU'RE - 
SAFE, YOU'RE 
SAFE, RIGHT? NO 


ГМ FINE. 


HE HELPED ONE HURT YOU? 
Й ME. НЕ5 VERY \ YOU'RE OKAY? 
NICE. PE ааш 
ме. 


? АМР НЕ 

LIKES TO LAUGH 
AT LIKE EVERYTHING. 
HE SAYS HIS МАМЕ 15 
JOKER, WHICH 15 

PROBABLY WHY 
HE DOES. 


AND YOU, 
THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU FOR 
FINDING 
HER. 


1 OWE YOU 
EVERYTHING. 
SERIOUSLY, THANK 
YOU, THANK 
you. 


| DADDY? 


“Don’t worry.” 


“You will.” 
“Everyone will.” 


I WAS SO 
CRAZY, NO ONE 
WOULD HELP ME AND 1 
THOUGHT...YOU DON'T EVEN 
WANT TO KNOW WHAT 
I WAS LIKE. 


WHOEVER 
YOU ARE, JOKER... 
THANK YOU, ТНАМК-- 


WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH 
HIM? 


“НАНАНА!” 


A OR 


це, 
Ф 
5 
я 
ort 
43 
я 
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DIRECTOR BONES. 


AKA: Unknown: 

American. 

Invisible Flesh. 

Cyanide Sweat. 

Enhanced Strength. 
smokes Like a Chimney. À 


I'M NOT SURE 
WHAT YOU'VE BEEN 
TOLD 


ALREADY, 


EEN 
REBRANDING 
MISSION STATEMENT 
AS OF LATE. 


PHANTOM-ONE. 

- AKA: Unknown. 
Swedish. 
Skilled Hand-to-Hand 
Combatant. Master 
Swordsman. Not a 
Sidekick Anymore. 


THAT YOU'RE 
NOT AFRAID ТО 
GET YOUR HANDS 
DIRTY Е THE 
MISSION CALLS 
FoR IT. 


WE'RE LESS 
FOCUSED ON 
ALIEN THREATS 


WITH 
THE JUSTICE N 
LEAGUE GONE, 
STORMWATCH IS 
HERE TO PICK UP À 
THE SLACK. 


TRAINED 
UNDER 
GHOST-MAKER, 
ен? 


MEANT 
NOTHING BY IT, 
JUST ETHICALLY 

IT HELPS ME 
KNOW WHERE 
you STAND. 


ЖО 


RAVAGER. 

AKA. Rose Wilson. 
Hrnong/ American 
Eidetic Kinesthesia. 


тос and eee | রগ 5 
Р Хейвхез. Precognition M 
Complicated Relationship WHITE? BILLS ASIDE, OUR 


with Her Father. 


NOT то 
MENTION THAT 
WHITE IS ALSO 
THE COLOR OF 
SURRENDER. OF 

COWARDS. 


SHADO. 

АКА: Unknown. 
Japanese. 
Master Archer 
Former Assassin. 


ANOTHER 
DISTANT MEMBER 
OF THE BAT-FAMILY, 
I BELIEVE. HARD TO 
KEEP TRACK OF ALL 
OF THEM. 


` N 
et Keer IT ID ; FLINT. 
PEACEKEEPER-OI. = dar PANTS; í АКА: Victoria N'Gengl 
АКА: Sean Mahoney гоо "Ww. Kenyan 
American ( Stormwatoh Field 
Cybernetically Enhanced - < n Leader. Invulnerable Skin. | 
Murder Machine 1 а Enhanced Strength and Speed, | 


NONE. 
UNLESS 
BEING A RICH 
ORPHAN'S а 
POWER. 


YOU'D BE 
SURPRISED. 


STILL, FEELS 
REDUNDANT TO 

ADD A POWERLESS 
SWORDFIGHTER 
TO THE TEAM. 


CAREFUL, 
RAVAGER... 


wi STER, 
DR. ZEMA... 


INTRODUCE OUR 
LATEST RECRUIT, 
PHA AN LOIN: 


| Ш Nikolas Катагоу. 
== Russian 
— | Stormwatch's New 
Weatherman. Superhuman 
Strength and Agility. Energy 


Absorption and Projection 
Immortal. Excellent Delegator. 


Ар RAT ме 
А WORK то ТАКЕ never 
CARE OF. ENDS! 


GOOD 
TO MEET vou, 
REGARDLESS. 


SCIENTIST. 
DR. XANTO ZEMA. 
Italian 
TO SHAKE His Stormwatch's Science Adviser. 
HAND, TRUST Sentient Stew of Skin Cells. 
МЕ. Organic-Matter Manipulation 
Through Touch. Generalized 
Anxiety Disorder. 


I THOUGHT 
DIRECTOR 
BONES нар № 
EEN есеер А 


WE'RE FUNDED 
THROUGH Т 
D.€.O. BY WAY Vor 
THE UNITED NATIONS. 
<ç WANTS TO KEEP HAVING BONES 


А 


DISTANCE BETWEEN RUNNING THINGS GIVES 
THEMSELVES AND M THE PLAUSIBLE 
WHAT WE'RE DOING ди] 25952 THEY NEED Ё 

HERE, IN ORDER. TO SLEEP 

*Department of Extranormal Operations і NIGHT. 


= ” 


3৬. Ше Їх X Y 


CORE. 

AKA. Pavlo Stupka. 
Ukrainian. 

Living Nuclear Generator. 
Flight. Fifty-Two, but 
Looks Sixteen. 


YOU GOING 7 4 

TO ВЕ ALL 4 \ WEVE 

RIGHT IF WE 5 2 DRAINED MORE 
\ АМ ENOL 


POWER OFF OF HIM 
TO KEEP ЭКУМАТСН 
GOING FOR 
MONTHS. 
DIRECTOR 
BONES HAS 
BEEN SELLING 
THE SURPLUS 
TO THE 
еш. 


LEINE 
REACTOR 5 
EARNING SKYWATCH 
A PROFIT, IF YOU 
CAN BELIEVE IT. 


WE'VE 
RECEIVED 
INTEL FROM 
^ RELIABLE 
SOURCE... 


+ THAT 
А FACTION OF 
BLACK HOLE, 
CALLING THEM- 
SELVES THE 
SINGULARITY... 


-. WILL ATTEMPT TO 
BREAK DR. WILLIAM 
HUSKK, ONE OF THEIR 
LEADERS, OUT OF РОЮ AND THE SINGULARITY 
HEIGHTS PENITENTIARY BY EXTENSION, HAVE 
SOMETIME DISCOVERED HOW TO HARNESS 
TODAY. BOTH THE SPEED FORCE 
- AND THE NEGATIVE 
SPEED FORCE... 
зу ... INCORPORATING 
THEM INTO SOME 
PRETTY (IMPRESSIVE 
WEAPONRY. 


BLACK HOLE, 


ІТ APPEARS 
THAT THEYRE 
PLANNING SOMETHING 
BIG, BUT WITHOUT 
HUSKE, THEY'RE 
RUDDERLESS. 


THEY SHOWED THEIR 
FACES IN PUBLIC, 
THEY ENCASED THE 
ENTIRETY OF CENTRAL 
CITY IN А BUBBLE THAT 
SLOWED TIME TO 
A CRAWL. 


ше 
KNOW THAT THEY'VE 
CONTINUED RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
SPEED FORCE-CENTRIC 
WEAPONS, BUT WHAT WE 
DON'T KNOW 5 TO 
WHAT EXTENT. 


REGARDLESS, 
WE DON'T WANT 
TO GIVE THEM А 
CHANCE TO TEST 
ANY OF THEIR NEW 

WEAPONRY. এ 


YOUR MISSION: 
TAKE HUSK IN, 
ALIVE. WE WANT 
HIS WEAPONS, BUT 
MORE IMPORTANTLY, 
WE WANT HIS 
BRA, 


AS TO THE 
REST OF THE 
SINGULARITY, 
THEYRE OF МО 


à USE TOUS AND 


А THREAT TO 
SOCIETY. 


IRON HEIGHTS а 
PENITENTIARY. = 
| SS CENTRAL erry. 


d 


З 3 


KILL 
ПГ ANYONE 
`` | WHO GETS N 
THE WAY. 


(ЕС) 


-( DS oN 
4 <` ЭС W 
Nil р) 


№ c: 
VS лэ. ОМ» 
a B 


x 


NI 
Y 
"o ST / 
D WHAT (21, ./ 
| TOOK You : 
о DAMNED і 
| LONG? /, 
E — 7 
| 12 
| 1 2 
| Li 


OKAY, TEAM, 


REMEMBER... Д - 


1 
| RELEASE NW. 
THE NY 
| STORM! NN 
\ ox 
7 


— 
7 > "S C 
^ С НЫ. Сай 


Ф А. B/G GUN 


/ 
| 
| 
| 
| N 2 
ыз 
„дето | 
WEAPONRY. 
2. 
«m 


WHAT 16 IT 
THEY'RE TRYING TO 
OVERCOMPENSATE 
FOR? 


Tus 


P че. 


RS 
Ж 
А 


Se ЮС-, 
ANYONE ye a 
Р TA- № \ 
তি 
№ bs 


DR. ZEMA, | di 
WHAT ARE WE - 
“ОА DEALING ютн 87 
= "২ Here? / (0) 
Әу | | 


ЖА 
Z 
К] [) 


1 


| Сы 


Š 
< M 
» NN 


он GOD. THIS 
15 BAD. THIS 
15... Oy... 


CREATED... IT’S SOME 
SORT OF (ERE. 
EVERYTHING WITHIN 
see THÉ... [34 


AN ACCELERATED 
SPEED... 


ТУ, MA 
FORTY-FIVE 
YEARS PER 


YOU NEED 
TO DESTROY THE 
DEVICE. THE MORE 
THE BOMB EXPANDS, 
THE... THE FASTER 
TIME MOVES 
INSIDE. 


WITHIN AN RA 
HOUR, THIS THING 


COULD TAKE OUT 
CENTRAL CITY. BEYOND 
THAT... I DON'T... 
J DON'T EVEN WANT 
7০ THINK ABOUT 


У I'VE GOT 
А CLEAN SHOT 
\ 


SS ` `) 
Р a = 
DAMMIT. ae Ф. 


1775 
NO GOOD. 
NONE OF OUR 
WEAPONS CAN 
GET TOIT. 


WE NEED то 
START GETTING 
PRISONERS OUT OF 
HERE BEFORE 
THE-- 


AVIN 
PRISONERS BEHIND. 
L DON'T GIVE A 
знє WHAT BONES 
SAYS. 


YOU DIDN'T 
COME № HERE 
WITH А WEAPON 
LIKE THAT AND 
NO y TO 
DISARM т. 


DEACTIVATE 
THE TIME BOMB. 
NOW. 


STOP 
RIENT дүре, 
M RC 


уер ic. 
EAS —w 


YOURE 
кот THE Fest 
Щ SPEEDSTER I'VE 
н - Өрх WITH, 


yo = 


MUST 
Чам LITTLE, 


Са МОТ 


єстєр AND 
TO চর rece THESE TOYS OF 
YOURS HAVEN'T 
GOT A CHANCE 
OF PIERCING 
MY SKIN. 


L 
DEACTIVATE IT. 
NOT A MOMENT 
BEFORE. 


LISTEN 
CLOSE, YOU 
єбонєарер ..РЕАСТМАТЕ 
PERE. WE DON’T IT NOW, OR 
NEED YOu. T оү I KLL YOU ем 
NEED THE THE SPOT. 
YOURE A WEARING. 


ч) БИЛЭЭ 


14 


DANGEROUS... Mn 


EXTRACTION WE; 
ewer^ Mi 
OPTION... А 


aL. Г 
THE TIME- 
STORM BOMB 
HAS BEEN 
LOOKS LIKE 
NEUTRALIZED. ; Ma rd 
WHOOPS. BARGAINING 


CHIP. 


YS- 
AZ 


| МУ 


ем 
HOLD ON. I can 
HOLD ON. | STILL BE OF 
USE TO-- 
o 


Ü) 


(| চে) দুর 


MN `. НЕ ( | 227 | 
y € | 
y 4 
ডা. М 
i ( | | | 
E A: 


Ж THAT'S 
SSH ам ORDER. 


Е DID GOOD. MISSION = 5 
ACCOMPLISHED. вава US | 
SINGULARITY TECH АМ 

HOME WITH DR. 15275 ] 


© Bones 
05 


EIN 


+s OPERATION 
SPEED KILLS 5 
А SUCCESS. 


(5 
THAT WHAT YOU 
CALL A SUCCESS? 
YOU ALMOST LOST 
IRON HEIGHTS. FLINT 
NEARLY KILLED 
THE TARGET. 


Sure SURE. 

BUT WE DIDN'T 
AND she LEFT HIM 
BREATHING. 


KEEP 
AN EYE ON 
HER. IF SHE'S 
A PROBLEM, I 
WANT HER 
GONE. 


YOU CAN 
BE REPLACED TOO, 
BONES. YOU ALL 
CAN. MAKE SURE 
THERE ARE NO MORE 
SCREWUPS... 


OR 
WE'LL BE FORCED 
TO TERMINATE THE 
PROGRAM AND ALL 
PARTICIPANTS. 


Next: ADVENTURES ON THE HIGH SEAS. 


Ass human beings, we remain 
forever resistant to the 
TEANSIENCE OF MEMORY. 
We wish it would last 
FOREVER, but it simply 
doesn't work that way 


CAPTAIN! 
SHE'S TAKING 
ON TOO MUCH 
WATER! WE'RE 
GONNA GO 


POWN/ 


GET 
BELOW! LIFE 
VESTS, ALL 
OF YOU! 


Ter example, when Í was 
twelve, spent two weeks 
at а Summer CAMP Near 

WILSON LAKE, KANSAS 


к 


GET CLEAR, 
ITS COMIN’ 
LOOSE! 


№ 
Aud there was а GIRL 
there Freckles Strawberry 
| blond hair Z was HEAP 
OVER HEELS for her 
= ж” 


We spent EVERY WAKING 
SECOND together. Striper fishing. 
Talking. Sleeping under the stars 
while HOLDING HANES, 


We pledged to 
be TOGETHER 
FOREVER 


We even stayed pen 
pals for MONTHS 
afterward 


YOU DOING 
HIDING 
IN MIKE'S 
OFFICE? 


SORRY. 
NEEDED A 


MOMENT TO 


DOESN'T 
HAVE THE 


SAME RING SURE, 


BUT I'M STILL 
THE BOSS 
FOR THE TIME 


BUT HEY, 

A VISIT FROM 
THE EPITOR- 
IN-CHIEF HERSELF. 
HOW ARE YA, СНЇЕР? 
CAN I CALL YA 
CHIEF? 


NOBODY 
BETTER 
FOR THE JOB, 
LOIS. 


I... 
I HOPE HE'S 
OKAY... * 


*TO SEE WHAT HAPPENED 


TO PERRY WHITE, CHECK OUT 


ACTION COMICS #1050 


TO WHAT DOES 
A WORKING-CLASS 
SCHNOOK LIKE ME 
OWE THE PLEASURE, 
CHIEF? 


YOU'RE A 
LOT OF THINGS, 
BUT YOU'RE NOT 

A SCHNOOK, 


JUST А 
SHORT WHILE AGO, 
EVERYBODY OUT THERE 


JIMMY. PERRY. HECK-- 
THE WORLD. BUT 
NOW... 


МОМ CLARK “ Wow. 

KENT в JUST А BUM ANP 
ANOTHER BUM | А $CHNOOK. т 
ON THE METRO | DON'T KNOW IF 

L'VE EVER HEARD 
YOU FEEL SO 
SORRY FOR 

YOURSELF. 4 


CLARK KENT IS A GREAT 
REPORTER, AND EVERYONE I KNOW. 
OUT IN THAT BULLPEN DAMN THANKS, YOU'RE 
WELL цасыг IT. AND LOIS. RIGHT. 
IDES... 


..Е STILL KNOW 
WHO YOU REALLY 
ARE. JON. BRUCE, 

THE PEOPLE WHO 

MATTER MOST 


I AM А GOOD REPORTER. 
WHICH MEANS І САМ SENSE 
WHEN АМОТНЕК BLOOP- 
HOUNP 15 DIGGING FOR 

SOMETHING. WHAT PO 
YOU NEED? 


Its not just WHAT 
we rewember--or FALL 
to--bat HOW. What 
EASES memory? 


PERRY | 
KEPT A LID ON. V 
READERSHIP Ү 
NUMBERS, | 
BUT NOW THAT | 


..LET'8 JUST SAY 
THAT IF CLARK KENT DOESN'T 
GIVE ME SOMETHING TRULY RIVETING-- 
І MEAN A PIECE THAT DRAWS SOME 
SERIOUS EYEBALLS--HIS SUPER- 
SECRET WON'T BE THE ONLY 
THING THAT'S FORGOTTEN. 


IT'LL BE THE 
ENTIRE DAILY 
PLANET. 


for instance, FOUR The vault itself is Sure, the MILLIONS 
IMAI 2 considered one of the SIE Эг be nice, 
recent | у. দের MOST DIFFICULT but to be the FIRST 
To rob the PUZZLE BOXES in AND ONLY ONE to 


а. 5 the entire world. ГЭРИЙНХ 


(Ес never been 
cracked ONCE И 
its HUNDRED- 
YEA HISTORY 


That brings REAL 
RENOWN That 
Jast might make 
yeu a LEGEND 


NO ONE forgets 
someone who pulls off 
something like that 


бай we WONT 


E3 
Ж 
х 
S 
> 4 
5 Ё 
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SS 
Z s 
5 
А 


i 
” 


FIRST in the world 


They 


Justice was SWIFT, 
and the incident was 
over SO FAST... 


"THAT ITS ALMOST ; 
AS IF THESE MEN I DON'T LIKE 
NEVER ATTEMPTEP ТО 


TALKING ABOUT BESIDES, 
BREAK THE LAW--OR ` I JUST 


MYSELF. YOU | т FEEL LIKE І NEED 
PERHAPS NEVER EVEN NEVER KNEW KNOW THAT. AN ENTIRE SPECIAL 
EXISTED--IN THE SUPERMAN COULD THESAURUS JUST 
FIRST PLACE." 1 READ SO...BLAND. FOR THE PHRASE 
HEAVY ON THE "SUPERMAN 
ENNUI... SAVES THE 


OKAY. 

I GET IT, THE 

SUPES BEAT 
MIGHT NOT BE 

UP YOUR ALLEY 
AFTER ALL... 


WHAT'S 
THIS? DID 
THIS COME 
ТОРАУ? 


Then there are times 
when а Memory comes 
ROARING BACK out 
of nowhere. 


THE 
ORDER OF 
THE BLACK 

LAMP... 


...АТ LEAST, 

т ASSUME 

THAT'S WHAT 
THIS 16... 


“OLD TV CHARACTER. “JOINED НОР'5 
ACE PILOT AND HERO SECRET ORDER OF A 
NAMED... МОР..НАЮЕ/САМ? THE BLACK LAME СД b 
I LOVED НІМ AS А КО. THE RING DIDN'T DO С ( | 
EVEN MAILED AWAY FOR А MUCH. GLOWEP IN E 
PECOPER RING. | 


"THE ORDER 
OF THE BLACK 


THE PARK MAYBE. 
NOTHING SPECIAL.” | (| 


— 


WHEN YOU'RE А KID, A DECODER 
RING HOLDS THE KEY TO EVERY 
SECRET ІМ THE WORLD. THEN YOU 
SEE ONE WHEN YOU'RE A GROWN-UP 
AND IT'S SOME CHEAP PLASTIC 
THING THAT DOESN'T EVEN FIT 
ON YOUR PINKY. BUT 
THIS... 


«THIS 
I$ ABOUT AS 
REAL AS IT 
GETS. 


ОООООКАУ... 


YOU KNOW, 
SOMETIMES 
YOU DON'T 


NEED A FANCY 


SYNONYM... 


HERE, THOSE 
POOR VAULT 
GOONS AND THEIR 
NIFTY GOGGLES 
JUST GAVE ME 
AN IDEA. 


МОТ A NOTE. 
ITS A 
CIPHER. 


YEAH, 
SOMETIMES 


THE ORIGINAL 
WORD WORKS 


JUST FINE... 


SUMMIT...THESE 
COORDINATES...THIS 
15 A MOUNTAIN 

RAN 


LOIS, 
THIS 15 МУ 
BIG STORY. 


L JUST DON'T WANT FIVE THOUSAND 
WORDS ON SOME FORGOTTEN TV 
CHARACTER АМР A BUNCH OF YOUR 
REPORTING TIME WASTEP ON A GOOSE 
CHASE. CLARK KENT--AND THE 
DAILY PLANET--NEEPS 
A SURE THING. 


SUPERMAN 
AND Z WILL WRITE ІТ 
"TOGETHER." WITH 
HIM DOING THE BULK 
OF THE, uh... FIELP 
REPORTING. 


LOOK, GRANTED, THAT'S ALL PRETTY NEATO, 
AND SUPERMAN SHOULD LOOK INTO IT, 
BUT IN A WORLD OF FLYING ALIEN MEN 
AND САРЕР CKUSADERS- -SOMETHING ON 
WHICH YOU HAVE THE INSIDE SCOOP-- 
MAYBE WE SHOULD GO WITH A STORY FOR 
THE PAPER THAT'S A BIT MORE... 
DEPENDABLE? 


I MEAN, 
CLARK, WHAT 
IF THIS 15 ALL 

JUST SOME 

KIND OF 

GOOF? 


LOIS, 
LOOK АТ 
THIS RING! 
AND THE NOTE 
SAYS "SAVE 
ME." 


OKAY. 
THEN MAYBE 
CLARK KENT 
SHOULDN'T 
WRITE IT. 


THAT'S 
WHAT I'M 
SAYING-- 


MAYBE THE DAILY PLANET 
SHOULD PUT SUPERMAN 
ON EXCLUSIVE SPECIAL 
ASSIGNMENT 
INSTEAD. 


Mach of the time, 
should that memory 
come rearing back, it 
isn't AT ALL like you 
remembered. 


Then the moment is | 
suddenly .andeniably.. 
NEW 


ША | 


HAVE YOU EVER ! 
TOPPED TO LISTEN ТО 
THE SCREAMS? 


mts pora тиш Й, 


|” 


ТО ТНЕ PRATERS й THEIR 
OF SOMEONE WHO'S 
UNRETURNED 
LOST ALL HOPE? WISHES. 


G<, 4 
zm 


THE ECHOES OF 


| HOPELESSNESS THAT c 
| < 


PEOPLE RUNNING / PERMEATE MY CITY. М 


CONSTANTLY, KNOWING 
NO ONE WILL LISTEN 
TO THEIR PLEAS. 


NO ONE WILL HELP. 


Jmm 


EVERYONE HAS 
FORGOTTEN HOW... 


| 


| (i Т/І 


| ROYAL FLUSH GUARDSMEN æ 
| 4 . HAUNTING THE STREET, DOING 
- THEIR BOSS'S BIDDING AS HE | 
„ CACKLES FROM A DISTANCE. 


^ «SM жщ” 


IDONT NB 

THINK GOTHAM ШІ 

15 HOPELESS, "7а та 

I THINK МЕКЕ 227. 

STUCK. 1-2 
117 


STUCK IN OUR 
LIMITATIONS, OUR FEARS, = 


Е 

Ў VOICES THAT TELL 05 

ww WERE INCAPABLE 
N OF CHANGE 


mot 
4 || 


WE LET OUR 
DOUBTS STOP US 
FROM BEING WHO WE 
гын KNOW WE TRULY ЯКЕ. » 


4t 4 
| + =: у 


У Lox wio ১ 
. 4 FUEN RIGHT INTO | 
MY ити BIRD 


Л LAST TIME, WE 
FT THINGS UNSAID, 
UNFINISHED... 


AND УМЕ 
BEEN DYING To 
TIE UP THOSE 
(00% ENDS, 

HONW. 


SOMETIMES, TO GET UNSTUCK, ৮ 
WE NEED AN OUTSIDE FORCE, A DP- 
CALL TO ACTION, A TRAGEDY... 2 

| ЖҰ 


TO FORCE US TO GET 


1 г WHERE WE NEED ТО BE. 


22 
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\ 


THAT'S THE THING ABOUT ২ 
CONTINUING TO LIVE. 


IT’S NOT ABOUT BEING 
THE STRONGEST. 


V2, ACTIVATE 
BONDING 
PROTOCOL. 


PUT ON NOUR BIG- 
BON CLOTHES. 
1 KNOW You 


IT'S NOT 
ABOUT BEING 
THE SMARTEST. 


WE HAVE TO 
HELP HIM, DICK. 
WE HAV 


1 ASKED 
NICE. 


GET THE KIDS 
(INVOLVED! 


Initiating 
bonding 
sequence! 


СОММЕМСЕ 
PARK KNIGHT 
KICK! 


CRUSADER FORM 
ACTIVATED. 


GRANTED. 


" 
> 
° 
а 
a 
3 
“Хүй 


BONDING 
SUCCESFUL. 


IT’S ABOUT BEING 
WILLING AND READY 
TO CHANGE...TO 
TRANSFORM. 
YES. FULL 
POWER TO THE 
BOOTS. 


ANOTHER 
PERFECTIN GOOD 
ZONAL FLUSH 
GUARDSMON 
WASTED. 


Wa 


THAT WAS 


হত) 
THANKS 
FOR THE 

HELP BACK 
THERE. 4 


% 


[^w 


WE'RE 
LOOKING FOR 
OUR YOUNGER 

BROTHER... 


HE HAS THE SAME 

HAUNTED FEELING 

I CARRY WITH ME 
EVERY DAY. 


й ” Hias 


- 


Эр 


i 


I SEE. 
| DON'T WORRY, AND 
WE'LL FIND YOUR PARENTS 
HIM. এটি WHERE ARE-- J 


BONDING 
SEQUENCE 
CONCLUDED. 


Жо => 


WANTED | 
THE "BATMAN" «^ 
NN". 


RICHARD, 
JASON...LET'S W 
FIND YOUR 
„> BROTHER. 
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